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FREMANTLE HOSPITAL 
Statement by Member for Alfred Cove 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [12.52 pm]:  I have been meeting with staff at Fremantle Hospital and 
want to highlight some of the key issues they have identified.   

One staff member said that Fremantle Hospital has always been the poor relation of the three major teaching 
hospitals, and made the following analogy: Royal Perth Hospital is like a BMW; Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, a 
Mercedes Benz; and Fremantle Hospital, a Holden Commodore.  Another person said that it was gratifying to 
know of my concerted efforts on behalf of the constituents of my electorate, many of whom rely heavily on 
services provided through Fremantle Hospital.  A staff member told me that there had been difficulty in setting 
up a stroke unit at Fremantle Hospital because of a critical shortage of beds, and extra sessions to employ a 
neurologist to run the unit have not been made available.  I was also told by another person that for many years, 
Fremantle Hospital has been under-resourced in terms of physicians, diabetes educators and dieticians for the 
diabetes and endocrinology services at the hospital.  One staff member said that for mental health services, the 
total number of staff per 100 000 people in the southern area is considerably below that in the northern area.  
That person also highlighted the increasing number of articles in local papers regarding problems in mental 
health services, particularly incidents involving staff.  Another staff member said that Fremantle needs more than 
one medical oncologist for cancer patients, and should, like hospitals north of the river, provide an on-call roster.  
I was also told that the waiting list for patients to be seen at the pain management clinic is more than six to seven 
months long, which is far too long.  Staff said that there is a significant lack of resources at Fremantle Hospital, 
impairing adequate clinical performance.  The hospital diagnostic unit is grossly inadequate and needs to be 
expanded, and waiting lists for gastrointestinal endoscopies at Fremantle Hospital are becoming intolerable with 
waits of between six months and a year for these procedures.  They say that extra procedural rooms need to be 
built in which to perform these services.  In fact, patients waiting for colonoscopies have received letters stating 
that the waiting list at the moment is currently in the order of 18 months.   
 


